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Spanish
A LANGUAGE FOR EDUCATION

Due to its growing popularity, there is now a large 
variety of quality materials for learning and teaching 
Spanish at all levels, as well as a wide range of courses 
and online resources.

Spanish is the only major modern foreign language 
which has been consistently growing in secondary 
schools. Many primary schools in Ireland are also  
offering Spanish.  

For the last few years, Spain has received the highest 
numbers of Erasmus students in Europe.

The proximity of Spain and easy flight connections with  
Ireland facilitates links and exchange programmes
between schools, as well as access to a wide  
range of courses in Spain.

The Spanish Embassy Education Office (Consejería 
de Educación) offers support to schools, teachers and 
students of Spanish through a wide range of activities, 
programmes and materials, available  from our office 
in Dublin.

Spanish
A LANGUAGE FOR CULTURAL ENJOYMENT

Languages help us build friendships with people 
across the globe and understand and experience 
different cultures in a way that enriches our lives.

Spanish offers the key to the rich artistic and 
cultural heritage of Spain and Latin America.

Spanish-speaking countries are leaders in many 
sports such as football, tennis, golf or motor 
racing. 

www.mecd.gob.es/irlanda
.ie@mecd.es  

Edita: © Ministerio de Educación, Cultura y Deporte.
 Secretaría General Técnica. S. G. de Documentación y Publicaciones. 

  NIPO: 030-16-313-7



Here are a few reasons for students, schools, 
teachers and parents to choose Spanish when 

starting a modern foreign language.

Spanish
AN ATTRACTIVE LANGUAGE

Spanish is easy to learn because:
• There is a very close correspondence between its spelling 
and pronunciation.
• English and Spanish share a large amount of vocabulary 
and lexical roots, mainly of Latin origin. 

It is easy to find opportunities to practise Spanish because:
• Spanish is spoken in many countries.
• Spain is the main tourist destination for Irish holiday  
makers, with over 1 million Irish visitors every year.
An increasing number of Irish have relatives or second
homes in Spain.

Spanish can facilitate communication with millions of 
people who speak other Romance languages, and make it 
easier to learn or understand them.

Spanish
A GLOBAL LANGUAGE

Spanish is the official language of 21 countries.

Nearly 500 million people have Spanish as their mother 
tongue. This number is growing faster than for English or 
Mandarin.

More than 40 million people speak Spanish as a second or 
foreign language.

Spanish is one of six official languages in the United 
Nations and the EU.

Spanish is growing in the USA. The USA is already one of 
the countries in the world with the highest numbers of 
Spanish speakers. 

Spanish is one of the most widely used languages on the 
Internet, together with English and Mandarin. 

Spanish
A LANGUAGE FOR BUSINESS

British Council report Languages for the Future highlights 
that Spanish is the most useful language for English speakers. 

A good knowledge of English is a standard requisite for 
job applicants all over the world. 
Successful candidates speak English plus another 
international language, apart from their own. English 
alone is no longer enough to differentiate yourself from 
other outstanding candidates. 

Spanish opens up opportunities for trade, investment and 
cooperation in Spain, 19 Latin American Countries and 
Equatorial Guinea, in Africa.

The number of students of Spanish as a modern language 
is growing at a fast rate internationally. Brazil, the United 
States and France are at the forefront when it comes to 
the introduction of Spanish as a subject in their national 
curriculum frameworks. 

Why choose Spanish?


