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RUTA HISPANA

In September 2016, Whitgift School will introduce a unique, 
tailor-made programme for native or near-native speakers 
of Spanish, which has been established in cooperation with 
the Spanish Embassy’s Education Office in London. This 
pioneering programme, called Ruta Hispana, is aimed at 
boys with a Spanish-speaking background who are brought 
up bilingually and are fluent in Spanish and English. 

Aims
Our aims are twofold: firstly, we want to maintain and develop both 
Spanish and English at mother-tongue level, facilitating true bilingualism; 
secondly, we want to offer boys the chance to study for the bilingual 
International Baccalaureate in the Sixth Form, a rare and very desirable 
qualification, equipping our pupils with the necessary tools to excel in an 
increasingly globalised and competitive environment.

Programme
Boys will follow the Whitgift curriculum in English in all subjects apart 
from Spanish, where they will follow the type of curriculum promoted 
by the Spanish Ministry of Education. Boys will be taught by native 
speakers and will study grammar, literature and cultural studies.

Educational visits and cultural enrichment activities
There will be regular opportunities for boys to interact meaningfully with 
the culture and literature of Spanish-speaking countries, fully immerse 
themselves in the language, and visit Spain to aid their cultural and 
linguistic development. These opportunities will take place in the form of 
cultural visits, exchanges with Spanish schools, residential visits abroad 
and work experience.

Entrance Exams
The usual entry points to Whitgift are Years 6, 7, 9 and 12. We will be 
launching the programme for years 7, 9 and 12 in September 2016, 
although families wishing their son to join another year group are welcome 
to discuss that with us. Applicants will sit the usual Whitgift Entrance 
Examinations in January to establish their suitability for the School, but 
will sit an additional Spanish exam consisting of a reading comprehension 
and a written task. This will establish their suitability for the Ruta Hispana. 

Bursaries and Scholarships
Substantial scholarships and bursaries, up to the full value of the fees, 
are available for either academic, music, sport, art, design technology 
and engineering, drama or Spanish (for boys showing exceptional talent 
in their Ruta Hispana Entrance Examination).

For any further information regarding Whitgift’s Ruta Hispana, 
you can contact Sra. Alicia Palomo López, Head of Ruta Hispana, 
at apl@whitgift.co.uk


