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Languages is one of the learning areas of the Australian National Curriculum and Spanish is 
among those languages included. Spanish language learning has grown significantly in Australian 
schools in Primary Education and to a lesser extent in Secondary Education. In fact, Spanish is 
nowadays one of the ten most studied languages in Australian schools. It can be studied at all 
levels of the education system from Preschool till Higher Education passing through Primary and 
Secondary Education. The growth of Spanish is more visible in those states and territories that 
have education policies that promote the learning of languages by making it mandatory at some 
levels throughout Primary and Secondary Education stages.

The Education Office of the Embassy of Spain in Australia has an important role in 
supporting the teaching of Spanish in Australian schools and helping in its growth. It actively 
collaborates with the schools teaching Spanish, in the professional development of Spanish 
language teachers, and also works with the Departments of Education cooperating in tasks such 
as the curricular development, advisory tasks and promotion of the programmes of the Spanish 
Ministry of Education and Vocational Training in Australia. Together with this, the Education 
Office also provides free Spanish language and culture classes to students of Spanish heritage 
living in Australia.

Introduction 
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The Teaching of Spanish in Australia 
The Australian National Curriculum includes 13 foreign languages, among them Spanish.

Preschool and Primary Education

Spanish is one of the thirteen languages that ELLA (Early Learning Languages Australia) has 
incorporated on the apps for the learning of languages in Preschool (3 to 4 years old). Spanish 
was one of the first languages that was included from the beginning of the creation of the 
application. It is currently the third most popular language on ELLA.

As regards Primary Education, the number of Spanish language students has significantly 
increased. It is worth mentioning the exponential growth of Spanish in states like South Australia 
with an increase in the last two years of 88.1% or Queensland with an increase of 92.1%. In all 
the states the number of students has grown, except for in New South Wales where the number 
has decreased.

70% of the teaching of Spanish in Australia is carried out in Primary Education

Victoria, South Australia and Queensland are the states that have got the largest number of 
Spanish language students in Primary Education. Victoria represents 53% of the Spanish teaching 
in Primary Education in Australia. The students´ numbers indirectly reflect the education policies 
in relation to languages that each territory and state has implemented.

Spanish Language Students in Primary and Secondary Education in Australia

Primary Education Secondary Education

2015 2017 20191 2015 2017 20191

South Australia 3,706 3,903 7,342 1,391 1,412 1,804

Western Australia 653 738 1,053 dnd2 214 19

New South Wales 1,580 2,016 1,162 3,418 2,683 3,299

Queensland 2,020 2,800 5,378 1,385 3,500 5,660

Tasmania 54 dna 0 dna dna 0

Northern Territory dna dna dna dna dna dna

Administrative 
Capital Territory

1,153 1,312 697 1,053 1,170 599

Victoria 12,376 13,282 16,457 1,804 1,813 2,681

TOTAL 21,542 24,051 32,089 9,051 10,792 14,062

Source: Own.
1  Data from 2019 only includes public schools. Most associations of Catholic schools and independent schools do not usually gather 
information about the number of students per subject. Hence, the real data of number of students studying Spanish is higher than the 
data included in this table. 
2 dna: data not available
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Source: Own.
1 Data from 2019 only includes public schools. Most associations of Catholic schools and independent schools do not usually gather 
information about the number of students per subject. Hence, the real data of number of students studying Spanish is foreseen to be 
higher than the data included in this chart.

Secondary Education

The growth of Spanish in Secondary Education is less pronounced than in Primary Education, 
except in Queensland. The teaching of Spanish in Secondary Education represents 30% of the 
total of the teaching of Spanish in Australian schools. Despite this, if we compare numbers, in the 
last five years there has been an increase of 55.36% in the number of Spanish language students 
in Secondary Education. It is worth mentioning the case of the state of Queensland where an 
increase of more than 300% has taken place in the last five years. In fact, Queensland represents 
42% of the total of Spanish language students in Secondary Education in Australian schools.

In years 11 and 12, students´ numbers decrease as happens with the study of languages 
in general in those years. In year 12, out of the 10.2% of the students that choose to study a 
language, only 3.3% of those students opt for Spanish. However, the Spanish language students 
in year 12 have been increasing slightly in the last five years, whereas the students of other 
European languages have seen a minor fall.

     Source: Own.

Higher Education 

Spanish was first introduced in the Australian university system in the 1970s. Twenty one Australian 
universities out of the 43 currently existing offer Spanish at different levels. It is significant to 
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note that there are no university studies similar to a Bachelor Degree in Spanish Studies or 
Spanish Language. Spanish is usually studied in degrees not necessarily related to languages. 
That is, Spanish courses are offered within other studies such as Hispanic Studies, Latin American 
Studies, European Studies, etc and as a part of a minor or a major to obtain a Bachelor of Arts or 
a Bachelor of International Studies. The flexibility of the university system also allows Spanish to 
be studied as free elective subject.

At university, a reduced percentage of students opt to study a language. There is a general 
descent at Australian Universities in the study of languages. As regards Spanish, there is a larger 
number of students at the beginners´ level and this number decreases considerably at the higher 
levels. Regardless, it is one of the seven most studied languages at university. Due to the lack 
of official records that gather the numbers of students of languages, it is not possible to offer a 
number of Spanish language students at Australian universities.

             Source: Own.

Spanish Language Teachers 

The number of Spanish language teachers is progressively increasing as Spanish is expanding in 
Primary, mainly, and Secondary Education. It is estimated that the number of Spanish language 
teachers in public schools is around 345. If we add to this number, the Spanish language teachers 
in Catholic and independent schools, the estimated number of teachers in Primary and Secondary 
Education could be around 400. In the case of teachers in Catholic and independent schools, 
there are no records of teachers according to the subject they teach. This makes it difficult to get 
an exact number of how many teachers are actually teaching Spanish.

The group of Spanish language teachers in Australia consists of native and non-native 
teachers with diverse study backgrounds. They participate actively in professional development 
sessions organized by the Departments of Education, the Associations of Spanish Teachers and 
of Modern Languages Teachers and the Education Office of the Embassy of Spain in Australia.

On occasions, some schools can have difficulties in finding registered teachers to teach 
Spanish, which can hinder the implementation of Spanish. To be able to teach Spanish, firstly, a 
visa that entitles the holder to work is needed and secondly, one has to be registered as a teacher 
in the corresponding state or territory according to the established requirements. Depending on 
the case, if all the requirements are not met, a temporary authorization to teach can be obtained 
till the full requirements are met within a specific time framework and the registration is finally 
successful. 
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Spanish Language Certification 

The Spanish language certification through the DELE certificate is carried out by the Cervantes 
Institute based in Sydney. They have 5 active centers: Brisbane, Canberra, Melbourne, Perth and 
Sydney. In 2019, 145 candidates took DELE exams, 75% of them in Sydney.

As regards SIELE exams, 6 exams were taken in 2019 and only in the Sydney centre.

Local Institutions

In this section, it is important to highlight the work that the Associations of Teachers of Spanish, 
which in turn are also members of the Associations of Teachers of Modern Languages in their 
corresponding states, is carrying out. The associations are known for their acronym in English. 
Among the oldest ones are the Association of Victorian Teachers of Spanish (VATS), which was 
created in the 1980s, and the Association of Teachers of Spanish of South Australia (STASA), 
created in 1994. Later on, in 2006 the Association of Teachers of Spanish of New South Wales 
(STANSW) was created, in 2009, the Association of Teachers of Spanish of Queensland, and more 
recently, five years ago, the Spanish Teachers Association of Western Australia (STAWA). These 
official associations as well as the professional development sessions they provide are recognized 
by the Departments of Education of the different states.

The associations of Spanish teachers organize workshops, seminars, webinars, etc about 
the teaching of Spanish. They advise on the use of didactic materials and establish dissemination 
networks about the teaching of Spanish. The Education Office of the Embassy of Spain in Australia 
actively collaborates with these associations in the professional development sessions they offer 
to teachers.

Spanish International Education 
Programmes in Australia
The presence of the Spanish Ministry of Education and Vocational Training in Australia dates back 
to more than 30 years ago, more precisely to 1988 when the Spanish education responsibilities 
abroad were transferred from the Spanish Immigration Institute to the Ministry of Education and 
Culture at that time. In that year the Education Attaché´s Office became the Education Office of 
the Embassy of Spain in Australia. All these years the Education Office has been in charge of 
coordinating the promotion and support of the teaching of Spanish in Australia and New Zealand 
and, more recently, in the Philippines, India and Singapore. It is located in the Embassy of Spain 
in the Australian capital, Canberra.
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Meeting of the Education Counsellor with the Education Minister of South Australia, Mr. John Gardner

The Education Office has got two education advisors in Australia. The education advisor 
in Canberra covers the Australian Capital Territory, New South Wales, Northern Territory and 
Queensland, while the education advisor in Melbourne, located in the Consulate General of 
Spain, covers the states of South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria and Western Australia.

Spanish Language and Culture Program (ALCE)

Since June 30th, 2004 the Agrupación de Lengua y Cultura Españolas (ALCE), a program with 
courses in Spanish for children of Spanish heritage, have been running in Australia, replacing the 
Programa de Lengua y Cultura Española that had been operating since 1981.

Nowadays, the ALCE programme is present in three states (Queensland, New South 
Wales and Victoria) and in the Administrative Capital Territory. There are classrooms in Brisbane, 
Canberra, the Melbourne areas of Geelong, Footscray, Cheltenham and Westgarth and the Sydney 
areas of Willoughby, Maroubra, Ultimo and Newtown.

The number of enrolments in the last five years is summarized in the following table: 

Development in the number of students in Australia ALCE 

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20

Number of students 366 359 360 325 320

Number of teachers 6 6 6 6 6

Source: Spanish Education Abroad Statistics 2020.
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Currently the distribution per level of the ALCE students for 2020 is as follows:

Australia ALCE 

Students 2019-20

A1-A2 B1-B2 C1 Total

183 120 17 320

Source: Spanish Education Abroad Statistics 2020.

There is a total of six teachers (two are locally hired). In 2020, the Australia-ALCE principal 
is based in Sydney.

ALCE Australia gathering with students and their families.

The daily teaching at Australia ALCE is complex due to the large difference in the students´ 
levels of Spanish in the classrooms. The geographical distance existing with Spain implies that 
many students have never had contact with their parents´ language and culture of origin apart 
from what their parents could have offered them. Nevertheless, on the other hand, there is also 
an increasing influx of new Spanish migration to Australia by individuals that have been relocated 
to this destination because of their work or have come to Australia looking for new opportunities. 
These parents are interested in keeping the Spanish language and culture in their children´s 
schooling and personal lives.



51

THE WORLD LEARNS SPANISH 
AUSTRALIA

2020

Australian Language and Culture Assistants in Spain 

The Language and Culture Assistant Programme for Australians in Spain has been increasing 
in the last five years. The education advisors travel around the different states and territories in 
Australia giving talks in the universities to promote the programme among Australian university 
students. The main goal is to increase the number of candidates as well as to link the programme 
to methodological and linguistic training for potential future Australian Spanish language teachers.

In Australia the evolution of the programme is positive both in the number of new candidates 
as well as the number of renewals within the programme

The following chart summarizes the increase in the number of Australian language 
assistants in recent years: 

Australian language assistants in Spain

2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020

130 140 188 181 220

Source: Spanish Education Abroad Statistics 2020.

Promotional talk about the Language and Culture Assistant Programme for Australians in Spain
La Trobe University (Melbourne)

Spanish Language Assistants in Australia 

In the last five years, the Spanish Language Assistant Programme in Australia has only been 
running in the state of Victoria. Two years ago, the number of language assistants increased by 
one. The Spanish language assistants in Victoria are totally financed by the Victorian Department 
of Education. Spanish language assistants are usually assigned to one or two schools. They start at 
the end of January and work until December, when the Australian school year comes to an end.
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Spanish Language Assistants in Australia

2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020

2 2 2 3 3

Source: Spanish Education Abroad Statistics 2020

Spanish language assistants participating in a professional development session

Spanish Resource Centres 

In Australia there are two Spanish Resource Centres. The oldest and the one with the most 
extensive specialized bibliographic collection is the Spanish Culture and Resource Centre 
Alejandro Malaspina. It was created in 1991 in Canberra due to the large demand for information 
about different aspects related to the Spanish language and culture. Its main goal is to facilitate 
adequate resources (methodology, didactics, literature, films and music, etc) to the teachers of 
Spanish in Australia as well as information about courses and professional development. The 
centre is open not only to teachers but to everybody interested in the Spanish language and 
culture. It has got more than 9,000 copies, including books, magazines, films, etc.

There is also another Spanish Resource Centre which is in Victoria: the Spanish Resource 
Centre in Melbourne in collaboration with RMIT University. It opened in 2011 and the centre 
holds a space within the RMIT library, and also has a computer room. The Spanish Resource 
Centre in Melbourne provides materials and resources, as well as professional development for 
teachers of Spanish in Victoria in collaboration with the Education Office of Spain in Australia and 
the Department of Education and Training (DET) Victoria. There are also cultural and education 
activities throughout the year.

Other Initiatives

The Education Office of Spain in Australia organizes courses, seminars, and workshops as 
professional development for teachers of Spanish independently and in collaboration with 
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the associations of teachers of Spanish in the different states within Australia, as well as with 
the different Departments of Education. In this way, the professional development provided is 
recognized by the Departments of Education as professional development hours teachers must 
fulfil annually.

Professional development session for Spanish language teachers at RMIT (Melbourne).

Yearly, the Education Office collaborates with the Australian universities that teach 
Spanish by giving promotional talks about the Language Assistant Programme for Australians in 
Spain: RMIT, Melbourne University, Deakin University, Monash University, La Trobe, Australian 
National University, Adelaide University, Flinders University, University of Western Australia, 
Sydney University, University of New South Wales, University of Technology Sydney, Macquarie 
University, Australian Catholic University, Wollongong University and Queensland University. This 
year the Departments of Education of other Australian universities that do not teach Spanish have 
also been contacted so as to promote the Language Assistant Programme on a larger scale and 
reach more potential candidates that may be interested in the programme.

As a piloting experience, the Education Office together with the Spanish language 
school Tía Tula in Salamanca has offered 10 scholarships consisting of a week of language and 
methodology training for Australian language assistants that are already teachers or have the 
intention of becoming one. This is aimed at encouraging Australian language assistants to become 
teachers of Spanish once back in Australia. It is important to mention that there is a high demand 
for Spanish language teachers from the schools that want to offer Spanish, however, on some 
occasions these schools are unable to find accredited teachers. 

Another of the initiatives is the creation of a database about Spanish in Australia both in 
the Australian universities as in the private education schools (Catholic and independent schools) 
where data about number of teachers, students, etc can be compiled. It will take a few years 
for this initiative to bear fruit, but once the data bases are created, they will become a reference 
source of the teaching of Spanish in Australia. 
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To conclude, it worth mentioning that in the last year the Education Office has created 
accounts in the most used social media (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and YouTube), eager to 
promote all the different programmes and initiatives they are responsible for. Through the use of 
social media, its followers can access the latest news about the Language Assistant Programme, 
the promotional talks about the programmes as well as any news about the teaching and learning 
of the Spanish language and culture among other topics.

Other Spanish Institutions 

Apart from the Embassy of Spain in Canberra, there are two Consulates General (in Sydney and 
Melbourne), a Consular section in Canberra and Honorary Consuls in other Australian main cities 
(Adelaide, Brisbane, Darwin and Perth).

There is also a Chamber of Commerce of the Embassy of Spain located in Sydney and a 
Chamber of Tourism located in Singapore. 

Finally, there is a Cervantes Institute in Sydney which opened up their cultural and 
academic activities in October 2009 and offers a great variety of cultural activities. 

Conclusion
Within the Australian context of language learning, Spanish is one of the ten most studied 
languages in the country. After analyzing the data, it can be stated that Spanish is progressing 
positively in Australia. It has had an exponential growth in Primary Education, where most of its 
teaching (70%) in Australia takes place. Besides, in the last decade it has had a significant increase 
of approximately 92% in the number of students. With this data, we could venture to say that it is 
the quickest growing European language.

The presence of the Education Office of the Embassy of Spain in Australia is essential for 
the teaching and spread of the Spanish language and culture and to consolidate such a growth 
in the teaching of Spanish as well as supporting schools that would like to offer Spanish. The 
education advisors actively collaborate in the professional development of Spanish language 
teachers, and also work with the Departments of Education of the states and territories of Australia 
cooperating in tasks such as the curricular development, advisory tasks and promotion of the 
programmes of the Spanish Ministry of Education and Vocational Training in Australia.




