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Editorial 

EDUCATION TODA Y 
N° 2 de 2013 

Ever since its inception in 1846, 
The College of Teachers has been 
an innovative and forward-looking 
institution. Founded by a group of 
private schoolmasters from Brighton 
who were con cerned about standards 
within their profession, The College 
(known then as the College of 
Preceptors) created a system for the 
formal examination and qualification 
of secondary school teachers. lt was 
also one of the first bodies to examine 
and provide certificates for secondary 
school pupils of both sexes, from all 
over England and Wales, in a wide 
variety of subjects, and it later extended 
this system overseas. During the 1870s, 
the College of Preceptors helped to 
establish education as a subject worthy 
of study at university level, resulting 
in the appointment of Joseph Payne 
as the College's first Professor of 
Education. During the 1950s the College 
of Preceptors pioneered management 
training schemes for teachers (at the 
time these were known as school 
administration courses) and extended 
membership to primary and tertiary 
teachers in the UK and overseas so 
that by the 2000s school governors, 
teaching assistants and administrators 
could all seek membership and take 
The College's courses that led to its 
various qualifications. The downside 
of being innovative was that once the 
innovations were recognised, other 
institutions were able to underwrite 
the infrastructure needed with either 
government funding or their own 
funds, leaving The College to seek 
and develop other innovations needed 
by the profession. Currently its majar 
work includes: developing sorne thirty 
online courses with certification at all 
levels for teachers and trainers as well 
as teaching assistants and support 
staff; working with individual schools 
to develop their CPD programmes; 
continuing support for students with 
special needs; accrediting programmes 
related to teaching English to speakers 
of other languages and developing its 
international focus through its work 
with the EU. 

The College has al so been able to 
continue to recognise many national 
and international educators of 
distinction by awarding its Honorary 
Fellowship. This year the annual Awards 
Ceremony took place in the Jeffery Hall 
at the lnstitute of Education, University 
of London on Thursday 16 May in 
the early evening. lt was attended by 
this year's Honorary Fellows: Dominic 
Savage OBE, Director General of 
the British Educational Suppliers 
Association; Dr Peter Borrows, formerly 
Director of the Consortium of Local 
Education Authorities for the Provision 
of Science Services; Martin Cross, 
Master of The Company of Educators; 
Pat Pridmore, Professor of Education 
and Health in lnternational Development 
at the lnstitute of Education of London 
University; and Professor Brian Thorne, 
co-founder of The Norwich Centre for 
Personal, Professional and Spiritual 
Development. The ceremony was also 
attended by graduands taking The 
College's qualifications who were able 
to attend. We open this edition of the 
journal with Dominic Savage's response 
on behalf of the honorary recipients as 
the lead article. 

This issue is not attached to any 
particular theme but the article by Dr 
Alan Clarke and Professor Rosemary 
Sage entitled "The College of Teachers 
taking Europe by storm" and Jude 
Chua's article "Recent reforms in 
Singapore's educationallandscape; 
what's new?" demonstrate The 
College's continued developments 
overseas in Europe and Asia. The first 
article brings readers up to date with 
The College's three new projects in 
Europe following on from the ILLIAD 
lnternational World Gafe Conference 
hosted by The College last October and 
the second article discusses changes 
taking place in the Singaporean 
educational scene which will affect 
education within the region. The College 
has a number of Centres in this region 
offering College-accredited courses. 

Frank McDermott was created an 
Honorary Fellow of The College last 
year and it is pleasing that we can 


