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Despite the overall decline in the number of students taking up foreign languages in the United 
Kingdom over the last few years, Spanish has managed to maintain a sustained growth. Its 
popularity and strength, in the context of a general downfall of other languages, shows its growth 
potential, and further reinforces the possibility of it becoming the main foreign language in the 
British education system. There are several signs confirming this trend, both across the different 
territories in the United Kingdom and across the different education stages.

The Spanish Embassy Education Office (Consejería de Educación) works together with 
local and national authorities, universities and professional associations in the United Kingdom 
in order to maximise the effect of the International Education Cooperation Programmes (Acción 
Educativa Exterior). These actions and initiatives, explained in detail later in the report, are 
having quite an impact on the teaching and expansion of Spanish in the British education system.

The Teaching of Spanish in the United 
Kingdom
England

Following the 2014 curriculum reform and the introduction of a compulsory foreign language 
in Primary education, the presence of Spanish in English schools has increased significantly. 
Although French continues to be the most taught foreign language (in 75% of Primary schools), 

Introduction
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Spanish has gradually gained ground and has doubled its presence in the last seven years. 
Currently it is taught in almost one third of Primary schools. Teaching of languages other than 
French or Spanish is practically insignificant in these schools: 5% in the case of German and less 
than 3% in the case of languages like Chinese, Italian or Latin.

French is also the most taught language in Secondary education, although there has been 
a slight decline in the last four years. In Key Stage 3, for example, French is currently offered in 
91% of state Secondary schools, whereas this figure stood at 95% in 2015. The reduction is much 
more striking for German, whose offer is now limited to 40% in these schools. Spanish, on the 
other hand, has continued to grow in KS3. Spanish is now the second most-taught language and 
is on offer in most Secondary schools, present in 81% of state schools and 89% of private schools.

For the different national exams, the outlook reveals a lesser presence of languages when 
compared to the situation in previous generations. In the mid-90s more than 80% of the total 
number of GCSE students entered the examination of a foreign language; by 2017-18 that number 
had plummeted to 44%. Much the same has happened in exams at A-level, where the proportion 
of exam entries for languages in relation to total entries for other disciplines has descended from 
6.4% in 1996 to 4.6% in 2000 and 3.5% in 2017-18.

In this context of general decline of foreign languages, the number of entries for Spanish 
at the different levels of national examinations in England provides an overview of the relevance 
and growth for Spanish, particularly during the last few years.

Over the last two decades of continuous decline of the other two major languages, Spanish 
has enjoyed sustained growth, overtaking German in 2008 as the second foreign language and 
overtaking French in 2019 as the first language at A-level examinations. Provisional data for 2020 
exams show that Spanish is consolidating its first position with 8,033 entries, ahead of French 
(7,557) and much further from German (2,666).

Evolution of the three main foreign languages in A-level examinations in England

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

French 11,979 11,298 10,249 9,422 9,332 8,646 8,539 7,874 7,607 7,557

Spanish 6,885 6,645 6,923 6,998 7,941 7,702 7,813 7,591 7,932 8,033

German 4,866 4,478 3,999 3,953 3,791 3,573 3,422 2,859 2,864 2,666

Source: Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ). Provisional data for 2020 (10/09/2020)
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In the GCSE exams, there has been a significant increase of over 14,000 students entering 
Spanish in 2020 in comparison to 2018. A positive trend has thus clearly become established, 
revealing that in just over two decades the number of students of Spanish has gone from some 
40,000 in 1995 to the current 104,280 (provisional data of September 2020). At this level, Spanish 
is the second language, behind French and ahead of German.

Evolution of the three main foreign languages in GCSE examinations in England

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

French 141,472 141,044 165,127 157,175 147,356 134,420 121,095 117,925 122,803 124,404

Spanish 60,773 67,791 85,954 87,836 85,217 87,136 85,184 89,577 96,811 104,280

German 58,382 55,083 60,649 57,513 51,986 47,756 41,762 42,509 41,222 40,748

Source: Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ). Provisional data for 2020 (10/09/2020)

The number of teachers also yields an upward trend of Spanish in relation to the other two 
major languages in school education. The most recent statistics in England indicate that in state-funded 
schools there are 12,000 French teachers, 7,700 Spanish teachers, and 3,700 German teachers. The 
data for French and German teachers have followed the same downward pattern already mentioned 
for national exams. The decline affects both the number of teachers as well as the number of teaching 
hours. Spanish teaching staff, on the other hand, has not stopped growing since 2010.

Despite the growing popularity of Spanish, quite often at the expense of another 
language, many schools find it difficult to accommodate this growth due to a lack of sufficiently 
qualified teachers. In this regard two distinct profiles can be found among teachers of Spanish: 
native speakers (with variable pedagogical training to teach at Primary and Secondary level) 
or local teachers (sometimes with a wide range of linguistic competence and sometimes with 
little pedagogical training for foreign language teaching). Hence the advantage of French: as the 
traditional main foreign language in the education system, it is still largely the language studied 
by the current generation at Primary and Secondary school levels. Furthermore, a significant 
number of teachers of Spanish are in fact French specialists. This is very often a determinant fact 
when it comes to deciding which language a school is going to teach. Ultimately, the decision lies 
in the hands of headteachers, who must also establish if the prospective teachers have the right 
professional competence.

Since 2019, Spanish is the first language in British exams at A-level
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Wales

The action taken to revert the decline of foreign languages in Welsh education, with initiatives 
such as Global Futures, has started to bear fruit in Primary education. The number of Primary 
schools offering some form of foreign language teaching stood at around 39% in 2019, compared 
to 28% in 2016. Spanish, however, is still very limited in Primary schools, where French is the 
most frequently taught “international language” (26%), followed at quite some distance by Spanish 
(7%) and German (5%).

In Secondary Education, as in the rest of the UK, a foreign language is only compulsory 
between the ages of 11 and 14 (Key Stage 3: Years 7, 8 and 9). From here onwards, parallel to 
the rest of the British territories, the presence of foreign languages in schools grows smaller 
and smaller and, so far, there does not seem to be any change in this trend. Spanish is currently 
offered in just under half of the Welsh Secondary schools.

Wales: Secondary schools offering foreign languages

Key Stage 3 Key Stage 4 16+ TOTAL

French 88% 83% 32% 90%

Spanish 30% 39% 16% 44%

German 18% 18% 7% 20%

Source: Language Trends Wales 2019.

Data from the Welsh national exams over the last few years yield a major fall in the 
number of entries for foreign languages. If we look, for example, at the GCSE statistics between 
2015 and 2020, numbers go down for all the languages. French, with 3,176 enrolments in 2020, 
descends by 34%; German, with 629 entries for 2020, drops by 38%; and Spanish, which in other 
parts of the country seems to stay quite strong or at least stable, suffers a reduction of 22% in the 
same period, with 1,250 enrolments in 2020. This situation also mirrors what is happening in the 
A-level exams, whose numbers since 2015 have decreased by similar percentages, going down in 
2020 to 295 entries for French, 150 for Spanish and 73 for German.

Northern Ireland

Although languages are not compulsory in Primary Education, more than half of Northern Irish 
Primary schools offer some form of language teaching. It is worth emphasising that Spanish is the 
language most frequently taught (58%), followed by French (45%) and Irish.

In Secondary Education, French is the most frequently studied language (present in 90% 
of schools), but Spanish is also very widely taught and it is offered in 75% of schools. As it has 
already been mentioned for the other parts of the UK, there has been a very marked reduction 
in the number of enrolments for GCSE and A-level exams in Northern Ireland, particularly in 
the case of French and German. Between 2010 and 2020 entries for GCSE plummeted by 49% 
for French and 35% for German. Spanish is the only exception: during the same period, Spanish 
GCSE numbers grew by 8% (with 3,583 entries in 2020). In A-level examinations Spanish overtook 
French in 2016 and since then it has become the leading foreign language at this level.

In Northern Irish Primary schools Spanish is the most frequently taught language
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Scotland

In Scotland, the introduction of the 1+2 approach in Primary schools in 2012 has provided an 
opportunity to foreign languages in general, and to Spanish in particular. Prior to this, pupils at 
this stage only came into contact with just one foreign language, and in the majority of cases this 
language was French. It has to be stressed that the choice of which languages to be offered is the 
schools’ decision, based on the particular profile of their teaching staff. This resulted in French 
being the privileged language, as this was, very much like in the rest of the UK, the language 
that teachers themselves had studied during their school education. The introduction of a second 
language has therefore opened the door to Spanish in Primary school years.

As the 1+2 approach has been more widely implemented, the number of schools offering 
Spanish has grown slowly but steadily. According to a survey carried out by Education Scotland in 
2019, 470 Primary schools teach Spanish. In the majority of cases (around 70%) Spanish is offered 
as L3 from P5, but it is worth mentioning that, despite tradition, there are already 140 schools in 
which Spanish has become the first foreign language (L2) and therefore it is also the language 
that children get into contact with from the age of 5 in P1.

In the first three years of Secondary school (S1-S3), Spanish is offered as L2 in 46 schools 
and as L3 in 183 schools. Unlike Primary school teachers, who have a more general profile, 
Secondary school teachers must hold a specific teaching qualification to teach a particular subject, 
and it is very common for many to have a qualification for a second subject. In Scotland there are 
557 Secondary school teachers of Spanish, for 119 of whom Spanish is their main speciality and 
for 438 of whom it is their second speciality.

The strength of Spanish in Secondary Education becomes clear by looking at the evolution 
of the number of students of Spanish entering the Scottish national exams. In the exams of 
Higher and Advanced Higher the number of Spanish candidates has doubled in the last decade. 
In National 5 the rise is even more marked, which in turn contrasts with the decline of the other 
major languages. In the last six years, the number of students entering French and German has 
fallen by 35% and 34% respectively, while the entries for Spanish National 5 have escalated by 
49% between 2014 and 2020.

In Scotland, there are already 140 Primary schools in which Spanish has become the 
first foreign language, and therefore it is the language that children get into contact 

with from the age of 5

Evolution of entries for National 5 in the three main foreign languages

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

French 11,885 10,728 9,292 9,078 8,145 7,872 7,752

Spanish 3,894 4,093 4,417 4,489 4,937 5,133 5,815

German 2,581 2,231 2,025 1,899 1,859 1,805 1,713

Source: Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA). Provisional data for 2020 (August 2020)
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Spanish International Education 
Programmes in the United Kingdom 
The Spanish Ministry of Education and Vocational Training (hereafter MEFP) is present in the 
United Kingdom through the Spanish Embassy Education Office (Consejería de Educación) which 
is part of the Spanish Embassy in London and coordinates all the MEFP education initiatives in 
the UK. The Consejería de Educación promotes and strengthens bilateral relationships and offers 
guidance and information on matters related to education. It organises and takes part in teacher 
training and Spanish dissemination activities, and brings Spanish language and culture closer to 
teachers, Hispanists, and students, as well as any individual with an interest in Spain and the 
Spanish-speaking world in general. These initiatives are led by the consejero de Educación (Head 
of the Education Office), with the support of the Secretary General and administrative staff, as 
well as with the Modern Foreign Language (MFL) advisers in London, Manchester and Edinburgh. 

Spanish immersion workshop
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Vicente Cañada Blanch Spanish School

Vicente Cañada Blanch Spanish School is a school which is funded by the Spanish Government. 
For more than four decades it has catered for the education of children and teenagers mainly 
from Spanish families living in the UK. It is located in Portobello Road in Central London and 
has a teaching staff consisting of more than 50 Spanish or locally recruited teachers. The school 
enrols more than 430 pupils between the ages of four and eighteen attending classes from 
different educational stages: Preschool, Primary, Secondary, and Higher Secondary Education. 
Most students belong to British-Spanish mixed background families with an increasing number of 
Spanish families who have moved to London over the last few years. Only 15% of students come 
from non-Spanish speaking homes. The school offers a Spanish and English bilingual curriculum 
and provides measures for students to develop their competences in both languages within the 
Spanish education system, regardless of their mother tongue. In Primary Education, some of 
the non-linguistic subjects are taught in English and in Secondary Education, the percentage 
of subjects taught in English increases. French complements the school’s language programme, 
and is taught from the first year of Primary Education until the last year of Higher Secondary 
Education. 

Under the school motto ‘Growing together to achieve international success’, the school’s 
educational plan promotes its multilingual and multicultural ethos. It commits to high-quality 
education to facilitate successful access to higher education institutions in both Spain and the 
UK. The school’s ultimate mission is to promote students’ full development on a personal and 
academic level, stimulating their growth within European values and easing their way into early 
adulthood as free, critical, responsible, participative, and caring individuals in both the Spanish 
and British cultural contexts.

The Spanish Language and Culture Programme (ALCE) in London

Through the Spanish Language and Culture Programme, more than two thousand Spanish students 
aged seven to seventeen and schooled within the British education system receive additional 
lessons to reinforce their cultural and linguistic competences. In the last decade, the number of 
students has doubled from 1,099 students in the 2008-2009 academic year to 2,199 in 2019-2020, 
which makes the Spanish Language and Culture Programme in London or Agrupación de Lengua 
y Cultura Españolas (henceforth, ALCE), the largest ALCE in any foreign country. Students can 
enrol in one of the 25 centres where classes are held in the UK and which are managed by a team 
of 16 Spanish teachers. Most centres are located in Greater London, but some can also be found 
in Guildford, Woking and Redhill, Surrey; Reading and Slough, Berkshire; St. Albans and Watford, 
Hertfordshire; Horsham, West Sussex; and Southampton, Hampshire. Also attached to the London 
ALCE, there are two additional, recently established classrooms in Dublin.

The evolution of the Spanish Culture and Language Programme (ALCE) in the United Kingdom 

2008-
2009

2009-
2010

2010-
2011

2011-
2012

2012-
2013

2013-
2014

2014-
2015

2015-
2016

2016-
2017

2017-
2018

2018-
2019

2019-
2020

Students 1,099 1,285 1,307 1,415 1,499 1,595 1,680 1,789 2,073 2,106 2,192 2,199

Teaching 
staff

10 10 10 10 10 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

The ALCE follows a blended teaching programme which combines both in-person and 
online learning. The students attend a weekly lesson of 90 minutes, each of which takes place from 
Monday to Friday, after school hours, in one of the schools. The online part of the programme, 
which also lasts 90 minutes, is held on the MEFP online virtual environment platform called 
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Aula Internacional (International Classroom). The curriculum, divided into five progression levels 
(A1, A2, B1, B2 and C1), responds to different entrance profiles —either Spanish as a first or 
second language— and puts special emphasis on the development of social, intercultural and 
autonomous learning dimensions in Spanish language acquisition.

Families’ deep awareness of the value of Spanish as a language of international prestige, 
as well as their interest in having their children acquire effective bilingualism, translates into 
a strong commitment to the programme. Owing to this and to a change of demographics, the 
programme has gone from strength to strength in the UK. To complement the ALCE education 
programme, recurrent extracurricular activities are held which especially include functions and 
events to mark occasions related to the Hispanic sociocultural reality.

The growth in the number of students in London’s ALCE over the latest decade makes it the 
largest Spanish Language and Culture Programme in any foreign country

Cultural activity by London’s ALCE

Spanish language and culture assistants

The role of the language assistants has a great impact on the dissemination and improvement 
of Spanish language teaching in British schools. The British Council is the institution in charge 
of managing the programme in the UK and the Consejería de Educación closely collaborates 
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in offering support and training to approximately two hundred Spanish language assistants, 
including about 70 Latin American assistants, through online and on-site training workshops in 
London, Manchester, Edinburgh, and Belfast. Moreover, the Consejería de Educación maintains 
frequent contact with all language assistants. 

Their training includes, aside from two yearly training sessions, their participation in 
teacher training seminars and workshops organised by the Consejería de Educación and the 
Instituto Cervantes. They also engage in teamwork to develop teaching materials to support the 
Spanish curriculum and the publication of some activities designed by themselves, compiled in 
the annual magazine Acti/España. The Consejería de Educación also awards an annual distinction 
for the best collaboration between the language assistant and the school’s Spanish or MFL 
department. 

While a high percentage of language assistants are placed in Secondary Education schools, 
the role of the assistant becomes particularly relevant when Spanish is first introduced in Primary 
Education, as their support is essential for the teaching staff as well as for the design of learning 
resources for many schools.

The role of the language assistant becomes particularly relevant when Spanish is first 
introduced in Primary Education to offer support to teaching staff and create 

learning resources

Visiting Teachers Programme

Since the academic year 2017-2018, as a result of the collaboration between the British Department 
of Education and the Spanish Ministerio de Educación y Formación Profesional, the Visiting 
Teachers Programme in the UK offers duly qualified Spanish teachers the opportunity to teach in 
British schools for one to three years, supporting the school curriculum.

Such an opportunity arose due to an increasing demand for Spanish language learning 
in British schools and the need for qualified and experienced Spanish teaching staff. Thanks to 
this programme, since 2017-2018 more than 70 Spanish teachers have started teaching Spanish in 
Primary and Secondary Education schools in England.

Resource Centre

The Resource Centre located in the Consejería de Educación London headquarters handles 
enquiries and requests for loans from Spanish language teachers. Its learning and promotional 
materials as well as multimedia resources are available for any school. The London Resource 
Centre may be used as a training venue for teachers if required. 

Publications

The publications by the Consejería de Educación in the UK and Ireland are one of the main tools 
to support Spanish language teaching. A wide range of open-access materials available to the 
entire Spanish education community in the UK offers, on the one hand, linguistic training for 
students at different education stages and, on the other, a didactic update as well as a reflection 
in language teaching methodology.
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The periodical journals Tecla and Acti/España are widely disseminated. Each year the latter 
compiles a summary of activities devised by language assistants considering the characteristics of 
the context where they perform their duties. Having published 24 issues by 2020, it constitutes 
an excellent pool of resources for those who may start working as language assistants each year, 
as well as those interested in finding nimble classroom lesson plans specifically focused on the 
acquisition of communicative and sociocultural competences.

The former, the periodical journal Tecla, includes different sections: some reflect realities 
and experiences in Spanish language teaching in the UK and Ireland, while others are proposals 
for the classroom or articles related to cultural topics. Some of these sections are an open forum 
to collaborations with British teachers and education agents (e.g. linguists and education leaders). 
Its format has certainly varied over time and Tecla has come a long way. Many classroom plans 
and valuable references can be found which helps the reader to understand the unique nature of 
Spanish teaching in the UK. The journal’s tables of content are published on the Spanish Embassy 
Education Office website and both, searching by content or edition, are available.

Learning materials include the didactic exploitation of newspaper articles from the Spanish 
newspaper El País which, for some time, had been integrated as a section in the journal Tecla. 
These are current texts about up-to-date sociocultural and economic aspects from Spain and 
Latin America accompanied by proposals to be used as a Spanish language learning resource for 
advanced levels.

Other learning materials are specifically addressed to Primary and Secondary Education 
stages with complete bilingual lesson plans. Materials addressed to Primary Education include the 
series Sí, sí, sí, the guide Primeros pasos and materials combining the learning of subject content 
through Spanish language under the CLIL methodology as well as proposals using stories and 
songs. Along with these, there is a poster resource bank for Spanish lessons including a wide 
range of topics which is updated regularly. Worksheets and didactic presentations addressed to 
Secondary Education students may also be found, most of which are linked to British national 
exams preparation.

A parallel editorial line to the didactic materials, focuses on the dissemination and 
promotion of the Spanish language, as well as activities organised by the Consejería. These are 
presented in various formats (e.g. brochures, infographics, bookmarkers, signs, etc.). This also 
includes guides and reports, such as ‘La enseñanza del español en el Reino Unido: una tendencia 
al alza’ (Spanish teaching in the UK: a rising trend), conceived as an essential element to analyse 
the Spanish language profile in the UK and a baseline for strategic planning.

Collaboration and other initiatives

The Consejería de Educación works closely with institutions and local agencies in charge of 
teacher training. It participates within an agreed framework of actions and provides workshops 
and other teacher training opportunities led by a team of education advisers. In conjunction 
with this, a network for periodical training has been established in collaboration with different 
universities across the UK: Universities in Edinburgh, University of Glasgow, University of 
Strathclyde and University of Dundee in Scotland, Queen’s University Belfast in Northern Ireland, 
Cardiff University and Swansea University in Wales, Durham University, University of Exeter, 
University of Leeds, University of Sussex, University of Chichester, University of Liverpool and 
University of Warwick in England. Other universities offering recurrent or isolated collaborations 
are Oxford University, University College London, King’s College London, London School of 
Economics, University of Westminster, St. Mary’s University, Regent’s University, University of 
Roehampton, University of Suffolk, University of Bath, Aston University, University of Manchester, 
Manchester Metropolitan University, University of Bristol and University of St. Andrews. 
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The teacher training which is exclusively organised by the Consejería de Educación, 
consists of annual sessions for Primary and Secondary school teachers which are held in the 
month of June in London and are traditionally very popular. These workshops are a long-standing 
tradition and enjoy immense prestige among schools and Spanish teachers across the UK. The 
team of education advisers also attends requests from schools to deliver talks and workshops 
to both teaching staff and students on methodological or cultural matters respectively. Likewise, 
specific training needs are met, such as the support given to Europa School UK, a successor to the 
former European School in Culham, which closed down in 2018. Pedagogical support has been 
given for the implementation of the CLIL methodology approach, which is not widely spread in 
the UK.

In 2020, a new online training programme has been established which includes a series of 
seminars and monographic workshops. These online learning opportunities have been organised 
along with institutions from Spanish autonomous communities, namely the Junta de Castilla y 
León and the Agencia Andaluza de Promoción Exterior (Extenda), who have facilitated the use 
of different online learning environments to hold videoconferences and streaming sessions. The 
excellent response from teachers, as well as having been able to simultaneously hold training 
sessions for more than 500 teachers, are two indicators which prove that online learning must be 
integrated into training plans going forward.

Moreover, the team of education advisers from the Consejería de Educación frequently 
collaborate in the initial training of Primary and Secondary teachers of Spanish in the Postgraduate 
Certificate in Education (PGCE) programme offered by many universities in the country.

Training workshop for Spanish teaching staff

The collaboration with agencies from other countries, such as the Institut Français, the 
Alliance Française or the Goethe Institut to take part in training activities and other initiatives for 
promoting and disseminating languages is also common. One of these collaborations has born 
fruit with The Language Magician, a European project for languages developed by a consortium, 
including the Consejería de Educación and other institutions from four different countries (the UK, 
Spain, Germany and Italy). The objective of this project, co-funded by the Erasmus+ programme, 
has been to develop an assessment tool for language learning in Primary Education which is 
presented in the format of a videogame. 

Another remarkable initiative is the collaboration project with Hackney in London. From 
September 2013, Hackney Learning Trust has developed many different activities to promote 
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and teach Spanish in local schools, such as the curricular development through Schemes of 
Work, as well as the establishment of periodic follow-up sessions of these actions. Since 2015-
2016, the Consejería de Educación offers pedagogical support to Hackney Learning Trust through 
the organisation of different projects and teacher training activities in schools in the London 
neighbourhood where 58 Primary schools and 14 Secondary schools teach Spanish as a foreign 
language nowadays.

Primary Education students celebrating the Spanish Language Day

With regards to promotional activities, the Consejería de Educación participates each year 
in fairs and congresses on language teaching in the UK, delivering presentations and distributing 
information about its programmes and activities. It also collaborates with universities in their 
different Spanish language promotion activities (open days, Spanish debates, etc.). There are two 
main annual fairs the Consejería takes part in to disseminate its programmes and display the 
Ministerio de Educación y Formación Profesional education initiatives in the UK: the Language 
Show Live, based in London and considered to be the largest language fair in Europe, and 
Language World, the most important national fair held every year in a different British city and 
organised by the Association for Language Learning (ALL). These promotion and communication 
efforts are also invested in other fairs and specialised forums, such as the annual meeting of the 
Association for the Teaching of Spanish in Higher Education (ELE-UK), UK Lingua, Association 
of University Language Centres (AULC), Learning through Languages UK, National Association 
of Language Advisors (NALA), the training session organised by Durham University, the Scottish 
Association for Language Teaching (SALT) annual conference or the annual meeting of the 
Asociación de Hispanistas de Gran Bretaña e Irlanda (AHGB).

One of the popular programmes promoting Spanish language is the Arsenal Spanish 
Double Club. This is based on an agreement with the Arsenal Football Club to offer Primary and 
Secondary schools the chance to take a course which combines football practice and Spanish 
language learning, among other languages. In order to design learning materials, the Consejería de 
Educación was granted permission and support from Arsenal Football Club to use photographic 
and multimedia materials. More than 600 schools have participated in the programme so far.
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Promotion and dissemination of Spanish in the Language World fair

Among other initiatives to promote the Spanish language, the Best Spanish Language 
Student Award in the UK is announced each year by the Consejería de Educación in collaboration 
with the Consejería de Cultura y Turismo (Culture and Tourism Council) from the Junta de Castilla 
y León. It is granted to the highest performing student in Spanish with excellent grades in other 
subjects too.

Dissemination of Spanish language: Spanish institutions

The Instituto Cervantes is based in three cities in the United Kingdom: London, Manchester and 
Leeds. The first two are education institutions strictly speaking, while the third, which has a small 
teaching staff in charge of academic, cultural, economic and administrative matters, is associated 
to the University of Leeds and is managed from the Manchester office.

In its London headquarters, enrolment, as well as general and specialised courses, have 
increased by 12% in the last two years, reaching 4,000 registrations and 600 courses. The Instituto 
Cervantes in Manchester has recently designed and implemented a considerably successful online 
teacher training programme. While this is a long-term project, it has already delivered positive 
outcomes, especially in the area of certification, with an increase of 25% of candidates sitting the 
DELE exam.

 The Consejería de Educación collaborates with all three Instituto Cervantes to disseminate 
the Spanish language and to organise promotional activities as well as teaching courses addressed 
to teachers who wish to begin or continue with their didactic and methodological training.

The Spanish Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia or UNED (National Distance 
Education University) has a London office, located on the Vicente Cañada Blanch Spanish School 
premises, which provides assistance and guidance to students pursuing their studies in the UK 
and where on-site examinations are sat. 

Conversely, Spain’s touristic relevance for the British market and its interest in Spanish 
culture, offer a great many opportunities for collaboration between the Consejería de Educación 
and other institutions from the Spanish Diplomatic Mission. Such institutions include, the Consejería 
de Cultura (Office for Cultural Affairs), Oficina de Turismo (Tourism Office) and Oficina Comercial 
(Office for Economic & Commercial Affairs) from the Spanish Embassy in the UK.




