
 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

STUDY IN SPAIN 

I want to find information on the education system in the different regions of Spain 

The website Study in Spain offers a summary of the Spanish education system. The portal 
Euraxess also gives a useful overview of the different stages of the system.  
The education system in Spain is highly decentralized. The regions, or "comunidades 
autónomas", are the direct providers of education at all levels. The links to the websites and 
contact information for the central services of the Departments of Education of the different  
"comunidades autónomas"  can be found in this website.  

I'm moving to Spain and I need to find a school for my children. What are my options? 

There are three kinds of primary and secondary schools in Spain: 

• Public schools; they're state funded and education is completely free, except for 
books and extra services such as transport, meals or field trips. Most include in their 
names the words Centro de Educación Infantil y Primaria, (CEIP) Instituto de Educación 
Secundaria, (IES) or something similar.   

• Privately managed schools, funded by the state. These schools have a private 
patron, often the catholic church, which manages the school under the guidelines of the 
education authorities. Education is free, except for books and extra services. Some of 
these schools ask parents to make donations or contribute to a school foundation. 
These donations are usually relatively moderate amounts and are voluntary.  

• Private schools, not funded by the state. These schools still have to follow the 
education laws and guidelines, but have more leeway as to how they choose their 
management, organise the curriculum, etc. The bilingual schools you mention probably 
belong to this category. They charge monthly or yearly fees which, as you mention, 
tend to be quite expensive.  

We encourage you to research the best fit for your children. You'll find excellent schools and 
teachers in all three groups, don't assume that the quality of education is better in one or other 
group of schools. A good number of schools in the three groups, including the free public 
schools, offer a bilingual programme in English. 

In order to enroll in a school in Spain there's usually a pre-enrollment period. Our advice is that 
you contact the school or schools closer to your new residence and ask for their help and 
guidance. It might also be helpful to contact the education department of region or the city 
council in the town you're moving to.  

In any case, once you move to Spain and register as resident in your new town, your child will 
be able to apply for a place in a state funded school. If you don't have time to pre-enroll them, 
it might be more difficult to be assigned to the school of your first choice, if it's oversubscribed, 
but, in any case, they should be offered a place in a school reasonably close to your residence.  

In order to study in Spain, do my children need to have their studies validated?   

If your child is going to study 4th of ESO or lower, no recognition or validation process is 
needed.  

If your child has studied outside Spain the equivalent to 4th of ESO or higher (Transition Year 
or 5th/6th senior cycle, in Ireland) then a process of recognition or validation will be required. 
Information on the process and the forms you’ll need to complete can are available from this 
website of the Spanish Ministry of Education. Basically you’ll need to: 
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• Complete this application form. Accompany it with the required documents, listed in the 
form. 

• Complete this conditional enrolment request form or Volante de inscripción provisional. 
This form will be signed and stamped when you register your application. You’ll need to 
present this at the school in Spain; it’ll allow them to enroll you while your validation 
application is being processed.  

General information can be found at http://www.mecd.gob.es/servicios-al-ciudadano-
mecd/catalogo/educacion/gestion-titulos.html.  

Specific information regarding the validation of pre-university studies is available from: 
http://www.mecd.gob.es/servicios-al-ciudadano-mecd/catalogo/educacion/gestion-
titulos/estudios-no-universitarios/titulos-extranjeros/051270.html 

Students at the autonomous communities of Catalonia (info related to Ireland), Euskadi or 
Galicia,  will need to apply directly to the educational authorities in the area following the links 
provided. 

Where can I find a list of primary and secondary schools in Spain? 

The Spanish Ministry of Education maintains this registry of all schools, 
https://www.educacion.gob.es/centros/home.do, in Spain, including primary, secondary, adult 
education as well as music and language schools. It offers the option of filtering the results 
according to a number of parameters and to access information on each school individually, but 
it's not possible to create a mailing list with the contact information for all schools. 

I’ve studied or I’m studying secondary education in Ireland. I’m Irish, or Spanish, or any other 
nationality. I’d like to study at a Spanish University. How can I do it?  

Universities in Spain can use different selection criteria for the admission of students of other 
nationalities. For this reason, it is important to contact the specific universities that you are 
considering to obtain direct information of their requisites for foreign students. Look at the web 
sites of the universities for “International”, “Foreign students”, or similar. 
All those students from education systems in the European Union and countries with 
agreements in place have the possibility of requesting a credential to access university studies 
in Spain. This credential is equivalent to the general phase of the PAU, the university access 
procedure followed by Spanish students.  

It can be obtained from the UNED or “National Distance Education University. Information and 
the application from is available from UNEDAsiss. 

Once in possession of the credential, students can participate in the pre-enrolment process of 
most public and/or private universities in Spain. However, it is still important to contact the 
universities directly for specific information.  

It’s important to keep in mind that the maximum mark in the credential is 10 points for the 
general phase. Students in Spain have the option of sitting exams in two extra subjects and 
obtain up to 4 extra points for a possible total of 14 points. Students that arrive from education 
systems of the EU also have the opportunity of taking these exams and add up to 4 extra points 
to their marks in the general phase.  

More information on these Specific Competency Exams can be obtained from this website.  
You’ll also find useful information in the portal Study in Spain. 

I’d like to study Spanish in Spain. How do I go about finding a reputable school? 

The Federation of Schools of Spanish as a Foreign Language, http://www.fedele.org/, maintains 
a website with a wealth of information and resources. They also offer a search engine, 
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http://www.fedele.org/empresas/buscar_curso, where you can search by province and town to 
find out schools in the area that are members of the Federation. 

I'm a counsellor in a secondary school in Ireland. A student born in December wants to be 
enrolled in a year that is later than where we'd place him in Ireland. If we enroll him in this 
year, he'll be quite younger than most of his classmates. If we place him in a year before the 
one he'd study in Spain, what year will he be placed in once he returns to Spain. 

Students in Spain start their education depending on the year when they were born. This 
means that all students born from January to December of one natural year will be in the same 
class (except, of course if there are any special circumstances).  

In the situations that you present, the students who return to Spain before the start of our 4th 
year of secondary (equivalent to TY) don't need to go through a formal process of validation of 
their studies. When they return to Spain, the assignment to the corresponding level is done 
locally by the Spanish school, according to the applicable regulations. I'm attaching the official 
order, and I quote below the relevant paragraph, in Spanish, in case you want to share it with 
the families: 

"No deberán realizar trámite alguno de convalidación de estudios los alumnos 
procedentes de sistemas educativos extranjeros que deseen incorporarse a cualquiera 
de los cursos que integran en España la Educación Primaria o la Educación Secundaria 
Obligatoria. Tampoco procederá la convalidación para realizar estudios en cualquier 
nivel, curso o modalidad del sistema educativo español para cuyo acceso no sea 
requisito previo la obtención del título de Graduado en Educación Secundaria. 

La incorporación de dichos alumnos al curso que corresponda se efectuará por el centro 
español en el que el interesado vaya a continuar sus estudios, según la normativa 
aplicable al respecto." 

The families should check with the school where they planning to enrol their children on their 
return to Spain, to clarify what documents they would require and what criteria will be applied 
when assigning the students to one or another level on their return.  

You can also refer the families to the section "Estudiar en Irlanda" of our website and to our 
document of frequently asked questions (in Spanish).  

I'm a health care professional and I want to practice my profession in Spain. Where do I find 
information about the process or recognition of my Irish qualifications? 

Here's the link to a web page of the Spanish ministry of health where you can find information 
related to the recognition of European health qualifications in Spain: Reconocimiento de títulos 
profesionales expedidos por los Estados Miembros de la Unión Europea para ejercer en España 
una profesión sanitaria regulada. At the end of the page you'll find two email addresses where 
you can write with questions about your specific 
case: reconocimientoue@msssi.es or sgorden@msssi.es.  

If you want to have your Irish degree recognised as equivalent to the Spanish degree 
"Diplomado en Trabajo Social", then the procedure is a bit different and you'll need to use the 
forms in this website.    

The website Euraxess Spain offers a document in English with “Guidelines for the management 
of the mobility of the foreign researcher in Spain 2017” and an executive summary. They're 
more focused on the mobility of researchers, but the pages on recognition of academic 
qualifications can be useful for you. This section of the same page will also be useful.  
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Finally, you may also want to contact the Centro NARIC España, which belongs to an European 
network of agencies that provide information on the processes of approval, equivalence and 
professional recognition in Spain and other countries in the field of Higher Education.  

 

 

https://www.mecd.gob.es/educacion-mecd/ba/naric/presentacion.html�

