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The main argument put forward by this book is that education is 
“a wonderful humanizing adventure, an extraordinary process that 
makes us men and women, a genuine ethical event full of gestures and 
words that eases the transformation of all those who meet there” (14 ). 
The reader will find, in this proposition a humanistic perspective, very 
detailed, with argumentative depth, numerous examples and practical 
proposals, abundant and diverse cultural references. In short, it is a book 
evocative, suggestive and, if we can be so bold, very approachable.

The author defends approaches that are far from what is commonly 
defended in the current academic discourse. He argues, for example, the 
need to prioritize in education that students want to be better than they 
already are and not only to acquire curricular knowledge and skills. And 
this is, in my opinion, the essential point on which the argumentative 
structure of the book is held; This is also the type of improvement that 
we try to apply onto others, through educational spaces and times, which 
can only be achieved, claims professor Esteban, if the students see in us 
the same type of change and the same aspiration for the best.

Another very interesting aspect of the book is that the author is not 
only focused on defining the “irreplaceable teacher” but also to make us 
think, what the appropriate procedures are to create the largest number 
of such teachers. Throughout the text we will also find a continuous 
concern in trying to balance out different positions. In the current main 
discourse that defends the autonomy and moral freedom of individuals, 
the author suggest that this leads to: “the underestimation of our natural 
development, and that this devaluates the influence of community in the 
moral development of a person” (40).

Another interesting idea in the text is that the educational process 
shouldn’t actually consist on individual reasoning and a freedom of choice 
to in who you want to be. Another interesting suggestion for education 
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in general, which clear implications for teacher training, is the need to 
recognize that the development of virtues is carried out through social 
and community contexts. This is where our role models, reassurance and 
rejection prevail, this is, everyday life in communal spaces. In fact, we are 
not isolated and disembodied beings, that is why he says: “it is a bit of 
a reach to think that one chooses a way of life and not that a way of life 
truly chooses you “ (102).

In one of the best moments of the book, after having gone through 
several pedagogical nonsense, he culminates in saying: “Teaching is a 
deep commitment, it is being involved in a body and soul, jumping into 
the humanizing adventure without hesitation, it is loving until it hurts or 
worse, but it is not other things that we try to put in the same category as 
good teaching “(78-79, italics added). There it is.

The defense of the theoretical and/or philosophical point of view 
that the author adopts is interesting. He also defends the point of view 
of the Faculties of Education as spaces that accentuate the noble figure 
of the student, and not only of their professional future. He argues for 
a university life that is “anything vie, anything ignoble, anything vulgar, 
laziness, anything easy and comfortable “(148).

It is a good book. It is worth a read. It is sometimes fun and other 
times it makes you think. It delineates accuracy the meaning of the ethics 
of teaching as an experience of compromise that moved away from 
exclusive deontological positions. This book will unmask the mediocre, 
humdrum and vitally subdued teacher.

Fernando Gil Cantero


	Reviews

