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VAN WECHEM, M.& HALBACH, A. (2014). Don’t worry mum and dad, I
will speak English. Madrid: British Council. 71 pp. ISBN: 978-8416092-27-7 (Freely available at https://www.britishcouncil
school.es/sites/default/files/british_council_guia_bilinguismo.pdf)
The last years have seen an increasing number of bilingual methods and
courses. This tendency is both socially and educationally very profitable.
The main purpose of this education has been making students
increasingly competent in foreign languages- especially English- in order
to compete with challenges like Europe 2020 where the European citizens
will have to be competent in, at least, two languages plus one’s mother
tongue. However, these efforts have not been paired by the kind of
information parents receive about how and why their children progress
in school over the school years. This Van Wechem and Halbach’s
publication intends to shed some light in such a difficult matter.
Thus, the purpose of this volume is to clarify the parents’ and teachers’
ideas of the linguistic and social processes that involve the process of
learning a foreign language in bilingual schools. The just 71 pages of this
short book cover many different topics by answering to 17 questions
which are centered around the processes of second language acquisition,
benefits of bilingual education, effects on the first language and the
student’s general capacity to learn, social implications and capacity of
communication, and all associated to all four traditional communicative
skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. Additionally, the authors
add a list of books and websites along with the used bibliography of
general interest for the potential readership especially for teachers and
administrators.
Obviously, this volume presents a number of research issues that have
been adapted to be understood by an extensive audience in a variety of
social and educational scenarios. Its use is also expansive in the sense
that it presents current research that needs to be considered to implement
new bilingual programs alongside with bringing confidence to parents
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and educational stakeholders who might be hesitant or even reluctant to
implement bilingual education in their schools. The book can also serve
for basic research in novel researchers in the field of applied linguistics,
language education or school administration. The authors’ experience is
a warrant of the quality of the research whose explanations and results
are included in the volume.
However, the book also has some minor weaknesses which are the
oversimplification of complex processes which would certainly need
further deepening due to the limited length of the text. This is also
applicable to the title of the book which intends to be more commercial
than illustrative of the content. A second issue would be whether the
educational agents would be able to understand many aspects that the
authors intend to make clear. Besides, the ideas presented in the book
may contradict the reader’s previous experience especially for those with
practice in action research with a limited number of students. However,
this book shows the need to expand the results of sound research to
understand the student’s processes in the educational setting.
Nevertheless, despite these minor issues, both the research and
pedagogical content of the volume are remarkable and universally
applicable to research and program design and development. Personally,
I think this book can be a valuable asset for a huge number of people
from parents and future teachers to political administrators interested in
genuine applications of educational research in bilingual education. Thus,
a masterpiece to have at hand at all times.
Dr. Jesús García Laborda
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