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Van Wechem, m.& halbach, a. (2014). Don’t worry mum and dad, I will
speak english. madrid: british council. 71 pp. ISbn: 978-84-16092-27-7
(disponible gratuitamente en https://www.britishcouncilschool.es/sites/
default/files/british_council_guia_bilinguismo.pdf)

The last years have seen an increasing number of bilingual methods and
courses. This tendency is both socially and educationally very profitable.
The main purpose of this education has been making students
increasingly competent in foreign languages- especially english- in order
to compete with challenges like europe 2020 where the european citizens
will have to be competent in, at least, two languages plus one’s mother
tongue. however, these efforts have not been paired by the kind of
information parents receive about how and why their children progress
in school over the school years. This Van Wechem and halbach’s
publication intends to shed some light in such a difficult matter. 

Thus, the purpose of this volume is to clarify the parents’ and teachers’
ideas of the linguistic and social processes that involve the process of
learning a foreign language in bilingual schools. The just 71 pages of this
short book cover many different topics by answering to 17 questions
which are centered around the processes of second language acquisition,
benefits of bilingual education, effects on the first language and the
student’s general capacity to learn, social implications and capacity of
communication, and all associated to all four traditional communicative
skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. additionally, the authors
add a list of books and websites along with the used bibliography of
general interest for the potential readership especially for teachers and
administrators. 

Obviously, this volume presents a number of research issues that have
been adapted to be understood by an extensive audience in a variety of
social and educational scenarios. Its use is also expansive in the sense
that it presents current research that needs to be considered to implement
new bilingual programs alongside with bringing confidence to parents
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and educational stakeholders who might be hesitant or even reluctant to
implement bilingual education in their schools. The book can also serve
for basic research in novel researchers in the field of applied linguistics,
language education or school administration. The authors’ experience is
a warrant of the quality of the research whose explanations and results
are included in the volume.

however, the book also has some minor weaknesses which are the
oversimplification of complex processes which would certainly need
further deepening due to the limited length of the text. This is also
applicable to the title of the book which intends to be more commercial
than illustrative of the content. a second issue would be whether the
educational agents would be able to understand many aspects that the
authors intend to make clear. besides, the ideas presented in the book
may contradict the reader’s previous experience especially for those with
practice in action research with a limited number of students. however,
this book shows the need to expand the results of sound research to
understand the student’s processes in the educational setting.

nevertheless, despite these minor issues, both the research and
pedagogical content of the volume are remarkable and universally
applicable to research and program design and development. Personally,
I think this book can be a valuable asset for a huge number of people
from parents and future teachers to political administrators interested in
genuine applications of educational research in bilingual education. Thus,
a masterpiece to have at hand at all times.

Dr. Jesús García Laborda

JIménez Gámez, R. a. and GOenechea PeRmISán, c. (2014). education for an
Intercultural Population. madrid: Síntesis. ISbn: 978-84-995881-3-1

For over a decade, the authors of this book have applied themselves to
the study of teaching and to research the challenges both for our society
and for our education system as a consequence of having citizens that
come from other cultures. 

This book approaches the analysis of a multicultural society in a
globalized world and the response to migratory phenomena, as well as
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the basis to build up an intercultural society by means of educational
actions. It, therefore, comprises two clearly independent although
complementary parts. The first part, entitled La sociedad multicultural

Globalización e inmigración. La construcción de la ciudadanía

intercultural, (a multicultural Society. Globalization and immigration.
building an intercultural population), analyses the context in which our
society experiences an increment in cultural diversity as a consequence
of an unstoppable flow of people who want to gain access to the
advantages and well-being of more advanced societies. Its contributions
encourage the development of social sciences such as philosophy, politics
and sociology at this moment when both national and international
institutions are trying to find a solution to the problems that intercultural
diversity brings along. 

This first part of the book comprises three chapters. The first one,
Vivimos en un mundo globalizado en crisis (We live in a globalized
world) analyses the connections between globalization, neoliberalism,
economy and democracy. The second chapter, La inmigración en España

(Immigration in Spain), describes the situation and characteristics of
immigrant population in our country, and present the history and current
situation of immigration policies. The third chapter, Hacia una

ciudadanía intercultural, reviews some concepts such as culture,
identity, diversity, racism and citizenship, and leads into the necessary
principles and conditions to achieve an intercultural and democratic
population. 

The second part of the book, entitled La acción educativa para la

ciudadanía intercultural (educational actions for an intercultural
population) is also formed by three chapters. The first one, La educación

para la ciudadanía intercultural (education for an intercultural
population), describes its principles and characteristics, and includes an
analysis of their evolution through history in Spain and europe,
highlighting the main research landmarks on the subject as well as the
education system’s actual levels of achievement. The second chapter is
focused on the first of such achievement levels: compensatory
intercultural actions, achievements and risks, and includes a specific
analysis of a customary fact in our country: gipsy students.The last
chapter, La intervención educativa intercultural inclusiva, (Inclusive
intercultural educational intervention), intends to make some propositions
and, therefore, advances the characteristics that a curriculum should have
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if it is to address the education of intercultural populations: a critical
approach of curriculum contents, relevant activities, teaching resources
to promote intercultural population and an evaluation to educate
intercultural citizens. 

all of this is based on a reflection of the practices and knowledge from
research activities carried out in recent years. This is an entirely practical
work for educators and for the communities that face cultural diversity
in the classrooms day after day. nevertheless, it is also a book for social
agents and politicians who aim at finding a fair and democratic response
to those who knock on our front door, sometimes to pursue a better life,
sometimes, simply to survive. In the last few months, europe is watching
how hundreds of thousands of people pushed by hunger, poverty and
war are coming under the hardest imaginable conditions. and
unfortunately there are no alternatives to shelter these people, who suffer
numerous acts of despise and egoism by governments and other
institutions. This book also shows that the best way to fight the
fundamentalist terrorism that seems to have settled in our developed
society is not by means of repressive measures but rather by applying
those that promote democratic and intercultural inclusion.

Ramón Porras Vallejo

Facultad de educación. (education Faculty)
Universidad de cádiz (cadiz University)

canO, e. (2015). Competence-based assessment in higher education.
madrid: la muralla. pp. 224.

This book aims to address the subject of competence-based assessment
within the framework of university studies. Spanish universities already
have their first promotions of graduates trained under the designs of the
european higher education area (ehea). In the introduction of the book,
it is stated that it is time to ask whether the new teaching plans have
changed, the designs are more interdisciplinary and the assessment has
been modified. 

Within the knowledge society context, due to the need of developing
lifelong learning skills, a change has been made in the duration and struc-
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ture of university degrees, and in the way the learning processes are con-
ceived. however, competence-based education in higher education pres-
ents interesting contributions, as well as some weaknesses and
difficulties. Indeed, the challenge is focused on improving the training of
students to develop more competent graduates that can respond to the
demands of the labour market.

In the first chapter of the book, the notion of competence is tackled,
extracting the most repetitive elements in the definitions collected, dif-
ferentiating the term competence with respect to the concepts objective

and learning outcomes, and classifying the term competence according
to several criteria. In addition, critical voices with the way competence
are conceived are presented.

In the second chapter, the assessment of the people involved in cur-
rent-based designs is provided. To that end, the analyses already made
about teachers’ opinion regarding higher education reform are shown.
also, it is studies about university students and graduates’ learning satis-
faction and perception are discussed, as well as the opinions of employ-
ers.

In the third chapter, processes and strategies for the design and de-
velopment of competence-based curricula are documented. For that,
processes to be developed by each centre are proposed: the definition of
a competence map, and the work planning and the competences’ assess-
ment. besides, processes to be developed by the responsible of the teach-
ing plan of: the methodology and some changes that favour competences’
development.

according to Dr. cano, assessment is still based on traditional practices
and there are important divergences in the perception about the useful-
ness of specific instruments and their use, and between the value given
to them by teachers and students. Therefore, from this chapter on, the
book focuses on how competence-based assessment processes can be ar-
ticulated with curriculum design activities and teachers’ planning.

In the fourth chapter, it is emphasized that the key element to change
within the university framework is the competence-based assessment.
and, specifically, in the fifth chapter, the concept of feedback is added.
Feedback possibilities are explored so as to seek the formative sense of
the assessment and to achieve a greater competence development. all
these leads to the concept of feedfoward. To that end, it is stated that the
assessment of the learning outcomes should be in line with methodolog-
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ical experiences, focusing, therefore, on the learning process, the student’s
own evolution, and not so much on the product.

In fact, Dr. cano suggests a change not only in the planning, but also
in the methodology, and, especially, in assessment, in order to offer op-
portunities for an authentic learning in which the knowledge would be
strengthen to solve contextualized situations in an efficient way. In other
words, it is about generating situations for students to select, to search,
and to apply knowledge; in such a way that competences can be assessed
(both specific and generic) with different degree of demand throughout
the studies. This modification involves not only reviewing the complex
and varied instruments and strategies, but also rethinking the criteria, mo-
ments, agents, and use of this information that the continuous assessment
processes with a formative end are contributing to. 

In this book, structured in five chapters, Dr. cano uses citations and
references that, accompanied by examples, graphs, and tables, and with
rigorous criteria, in a clear and expository way, brings us to the under-
standing of the implications of the establishment of an educational frame-
work, based on the development of competences as learning outcomes.
also, the book allows reflecting on assessment, clearly defined as the cor-
nerstone of the system, to delineate new contributions about the paths
the development of competences and the students’ deep and authentic
learning can go through. To sum up, this book offers a systematization of
currently available data, and the analysis of the state of the art of compe-
tence-based designs in higher education; useful for both academics and
institutions.

Laia Lluch Molins

laia lluch molins. Técnica en investigación,
Departamento de Didáctica y Organización educativa,

Universidad de barcelona.
e-mail: lallumo_5@hotmail.com
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